Tre‘(king the Planet

Discovering the Cultural and Natural Significance of the World

Where are we now?
Darren and Sandy are in Manaus, Brazil, located

at 3° Sand 60° W.

We have traveled approximately 59,467 miles
(96,337 kilometers) from our starting point in

California.



http://trekkingtheplanet.net/
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&ll=-22.998852,-54.84375&spn=64.351496,134.912109&z=4&msid=205273063720536154340.0004a175840f355907db1

People and Culture

The Amazon River, the second longest in the world
(after the Nile) was named for female warriors that
Spanish  explorer  Fransisco de  Orellana

encountered while exploring in 1541.

After European discovery, a number of colonial
trading towns and religious missions were
established. In 1850, steamboat travel began on
the Amazon, which opened up the region for

greater development.

Manaus is located 1,000 miles (1,600 kilometers)
inland from the Atlantic Ocean. It is the capital of
the Brazilian state of Amazonas and the largest city
along the Amazon, with a population of about 1.7

million.

Manaus started as a Portuguese fort in 1669 and
became a city in 1848. A rubber boom in the late
1800's made the city very wealthy as rubber trees

were plentiful in the area.

Known as the "Paris of the Tropics”, many
European-style buildings were built in Manaus,
including an opera house, complete with marble
and crystal from Europe. It was completed in 1896

and can be seen today.

source: Wikipedia.org

The Manaus (Teatro Amazonas) Opera
House (source: Terra-Brazil.com)



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_in_Brazil
http://www.terra-brazil.com/brazil-travel-bestof/3-manaus-lencois-10d-2.php
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The size of the Amazon basin would make it

the 9th largest country in the world. (source:

How Stuff Works.com).

sources: Rainforest-Alliance.org, Unique —
Southamerica-travel-experience.com

Nature and Environment

The source of the Amazon is in the Andes
Mountains in Peru and it is the largest

rainforest in the world.

More than 1,100 other rivers / tributaries
empty into the Amazon. In turn, the Amazon
is responsible for 20% of all the freshwater

entering oceans in the world.

The Amazon basin is home to more than
2,400 types of fish (more than the Atlantic
Ocean) and 2.5 million insect species. 20%
of the world's bird species are found in the

rainforest.

An estimated 1/5 of the total Amazon basin
had been deforested. In addition to the
former rubber trade, cattle grazing and
population growth, including the
construction of a Trans-Amazon highway,

have contributed to the loss of rainforest.

Manaus, like much of the Amazon, has a
tropical climate, with the same temperature
almost every day (about 86F / 30C), with
twice as much rain during its summer as its

winter.



http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids/species-profiles/river-dolphin
http://www.unique-southamerica-travel-experience.com/amazon-pink-river-dolphin.html
http://www.unique-southamerica-travel-experience.com/amazon-pink-river-dolphin.html
http://geography.howstuffworks.com/south-america/the-amazon-river.htm

Our Plans

e We crossed the equator into the southern hemisphere for the
last time on our journey. We will be below the equator for the
next two months in South America, until we sail for home in

March.

We are jungle trekking here and expect to see a diversity of

wildlife and plants.

We are looking forward to our time in South America so keep
your questions coming about this exciting continent. We will

share our answers in the coming weeks.

source: Destination360.com

More Information

http://www.amazon-

ecotours.com/subpage/Amazon/fun%20&%20amaz%280n%29ing%

20facts.htm Our Partners

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/Amazonia/Facts/basinfacts.cfm )
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/amazonriver.html 100 MILE CL !

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Amazon river
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