Trc—:‘(king the [Planet

Discovering the Cultural and Natural Significance of the World

Where are we now?
Darren and Sandy are in Gura Humorului, Romania,

located at 47° N and 26° E.

We have traveled approximately 33,826 miles (54,438

kilometers) from our starting point in California.



http://www.trekkingtheplanet.net
http://maps.google.com/?ll=45.460131,20.34668&spn=28.479452,41.967773&z=5&vpsrc=6

People and Culture

The name Romania was derived from being a province of
the Roman Empire from about 100 to 271 A.D. Romania
was part of several other empires, including the
Hungarian and Ottoman. In 1859, two Ottoman
principalities broke away to form the Kingdom of

Romania.

Romania gained land at the end of World War I. After
World War I, it lost territory and became a member of
the Soviet Union’s Eastern Bloc. A revolution in 1989 led
to the overthrow of their leader and a move toward

democracy. Romania joined the European Union in 2007.

The vast majority (almost 90%) of Romania’s 22 million
inhabitants are ethnically Romanian.  The largest
minority groups are Hungarians (about 7% of the

population) and Gypsies (about 2% of the population).

The official language is Romanian, which is related to
Italian, French, Spanish and Portuguese. The currency is

the leu. Romania is expected to adopt the Euro in 2015.

Transylvania is a region located in central Romania. It
united with Romania after World War I. It was the
setting for Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel Dracula. The area is
now associated with vampires. Several castles are in the
region, including Bran Castle, are linked to the Dracula

legend.

Nadia Comdneci
(sources:

Wikipedia.org,
Flickr.com/Dave

Bran Castle
(source:
Eurotrotters.com)

10 Romanian lei equal to about $3.35
(source: Flickr.com/David Holt)



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sport_in_Romania
http://www.flickr.com/photos/eye2eye/14805558/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/eye2eye/14805558/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/zongo/5582790380/in/photostream/
http://eurotrotters.wikispaces.com/GreekTeam2

sources: Romaniatourism.com,
Wikipedia.org

The Transylvanian Alps in the Carpathian
Mountains (source: Famouswonders.com)

Nature and Environment

Romania is about the size of the U.S. state of

Oregon and is the 12™ largest country in Europe.

Forest comprises about 13% of the land and
Romania has one of the largest undisturbed
wooded areas in Europe. This has resulted in 60%
of all wild European brown bears and 40% of all
wolves living in Romania. There are 13 national

parks in the country.

The Carpathian Mountains run down and across
the center of Romania and contain 14 peaks higher
than 6,600 feet (2,000) meters. It is a popular
place for skiing and hiking.

About 45 miles (70 kilometers) of Black Sea
coastline is in Romania. The Black Sea is about 730
miles (1,175 kilometers) at its longest west-east
length. It is linked to the Atlantic Ocean via the

Mediterranean and Aegean Seas.

source:

Theful/wiki.org a



http://www.thefullwiki.org/Black_Sea
http://www.romaniatourism.com/danube-delta.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pelicani_din_Delta_Dunarii.PNG
http://famouswonders.com/transylvanian-alps/

Our Plans

e We have left Hungary and are now in northern Romania. We
will spend the next few days visiting the Transylvania region

and the Painted Monasteries.

After leaving Romania we will move on to Bulgaria. After
spending three days there we will visit the Balkan area of

Europe, which includes the countries of Serbia and Croatia.

As we continue our journey through Eastern Europe,
send us any questions or comments that you may
have. We will try to answer them in one of our

upcoming emails.

More Information

sources: Brasovtravelquide.ro,
http://travel-island.com/interesting.places/romania.html Flickr.com /Wagas Ahmed

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/598

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107905.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania Our Partners

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanian leu

http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countries/rom

ania-facts/ 100 MILE CLU

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transylvania

http://lifestyle.iloveindia.com/lounge/facts-about-romania-

1709.html
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